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WILLIAM THE SILENT

CHAP. VIII

reros y sacadineros), but the beggars are trying the
same thing against us! So far as the Prince is con-
cerned that charge was false; but he had his secret
information, even in the cabinet of Philip, and received
notice of all that passed there, it is said, by the agency
to no small degree of women. He avoided, arrested,
and executed certain of these assassins, and terrified the
rest. It was the age of assassination; and no court and
no nation was wholly free from the taint. In the Papal,
Spanish, Italian, and French governments it was one of
the recognised weapons of constituted powers. There
is no evidence, direct or indirect, that William at any
time gave his sanction to the murder of an opponent.
Eut the last twelve years of his life were passed in con-
stant peril of assassination, to which in the end he fell a
victim.1

1 The sixth volume of Gachard's Correspondence (pp. L-olxxiv.
and 1-246) is occupied with documents relating to these various
conspiracies. It forms an amazing repertory of official assassina-
tions.